TO:  PEE DEE ACADEMY FAMILIES

JANUARY 16, 2012

PDA TO HOST ROTARY INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS, IN SUPPORT OF EXPANDING OUR STUDENTS’ INVOLVEMENT IN THEIR GLOBAL EXPERIENCES, HAS AGREED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ROTARY DISTRICT 7770 STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM………………. PROVIDED WE ARE ABLE TO RECRUIT 2-3 PDA HOST FAMILIES ……………..  FOR THE 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR.  

PLEASE CONSIDER YOUR ABILITY TO JOIN IN THIS EXCHANGE EXPERIENCE!!  THE VALUE OF THIS STUDENT EXCHANGE AND THE LIFE-LONG RELATIONSHIPS GAINED ARE SHARED BY THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS AND FAMILIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD EVERY DAY.  

HOSTING RESPONSIBILITIES ARE QUITE SIMPLE: 

· STUDENTS ARE TO BE TREATED AS FAMILY MEMBERS, NOT PRIVILEDGED GUESTS. 
· STUDENTS MUST HAVE SEPARATE BED, BUT MAY SHARE ROOM WITH SAME SEX ‘SIBLING’. 
· ACCESS TO COMPUTER FOR STUDY IS NECESSARY (MOST STUDENTS BRING THEIR OWN). 
· ROUTINE FOOD, TRAVEL, OUTINGS ARE TO BE PAID BY HOST FAMILY. NO ALLOWANCE IS NECESSARY, AS EXCHANGE STUDENT RECEIVES A MONTHLY STIPEND FROM LOCAL ROTARY CLUB.
· STUDENT DIRECTION AND DISCIPLINE ARE PROVIDED BY HOST PARENTS AS PER THEIR OWN FAMILY STANDARDS.  
· HOST PARENTS INSURE STUDENT DOES NOT DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, DRIVE, DATE, OR USE DRUGS.  
· HOST PARENTS AGREE TO PARTICIPATE IN ROTARY BACKGROUND CHECK AND ORIENTATION PROGRAM. 
· A 3 MONTH FAMILY STAY IS THE NORM, BUT SEMESTER STAYS MAY BE ALLOWED. 
· STUDENTS ARE USUALLY IN THEIR JUNIOR OR SENIOR YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL.  
THE ROTARY STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM IS OPEN TO OUR STUDENTS AS WELL.  

SHORT TERM SUMMER EXCHANGES  AND 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM PETER MULFORD, MARION ROTARY, AT 431-9871, OR FROM THE ROTARY DISTRICT WEBSITE,  www.RotaryYouthExchange7770.org. 
 EXCHANGE STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS TO OUR ROTARY DISTRICT AND LOCAL CLUBS ARE MADE IN MARCH/ARIL.  HOST FAMILY ASSIGNMENTS FOLLOW THEREAFTER.  STUDENTS ARRIVE IN MID-AUGUST FOR THEIR ORIENTATION.   

PLEASE CONSIDER YOUR FAMILY’S INTEREST IN JOINING IN THIS WONDERFUL PROGRAM.  

IT IS TRULY A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME FOR ALL WHO PARTICIPATE.  
