January 2012 Newsletter

The PDA family was welcomed back to school following the two week Christmas break on Monday, Jan.2. It was back to the routine of early mornings, homework, and ballgames.

On Tuesday, Dec. 13 the first grade made their annual trip to the Mullins Nursing Center to entertain and bring cheer to the residents.

The Elementary Christmas Program delighted a huge crowd of parents, grandparents, and friends on Tuesday evening, Dec.13. The hours of preparation and practice certainly paid large dividends in the great show. Each grade came dressed for Christmas and was ready to sing. Highlights of the program were Santa’s visit and dance with Mr. Townsend and the bell ringers. Special thanks to Mrs. Mary Jane Sarvis, musical director, and Mrs. Lorie Ann Rogers who teaches kindergarten music.

On January 11, eighth graders along with students in grades 3-6 participated in Diamond Del's Mining Adventure.  This wonderful hands-on experience provided each student with the opportunity to learn about mineral identification and classification.  Everyone walked away with a wealth of knowledge and a fantastic collection of gems and minerals from around the world.  We thank PTSO for making this learning experience possible!

 

Fourth grade classes had a special visitor from the US Army.  Specialist Robert Turner was injured in a tank accident while serving in Afghanistan.  The accident resulted in the loss of Robert's arm.  He spent many weeks recovering at Walter Reed Medical Center in Washington, DC. While there, he was fortunate enough to meet the President of the U.S.   Robert was kind enough to speak to both Mrs. Campbell's and Mrs. Beeson's students about his time in the military and his time recovering from his injury. All students wrote letters to thank Robert for his time and service.  Robert Turner is the cousin of Elizabeth Moore who is in 4th grade. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

      -      Feb 6 - Monthly Meeting 6:30pm

· Feb 18 – Father Daughter Dance 6pm-8pm

· Feb 23 – PDA Skate Night @ Martin’s Skating Rink 6:30pm-9pm

· Mar 5 – Monthly Meeting 6:30pm

The PTSO would like to send a special thank you to Mrs. Cindy Hayes, for chairing the Fall Bake Sale.  We would also like to thank all the volunteers, students, teachers and parents who participated in the Fall Bake Sale; thank you all for your support and participation. 

The PTSO would like to thank all who participated in the Little Shopper’s Christmas Shop, and a big thank you to Mrs. Lucinda Oxendine for hosting the shop.  Special thanks to the many volunteers who helped the shop run smoothly.

Congratulations to Mrs. Thomas’s 2nd grade class. This class collected the most Box Tops for September/October with a total of 537.  Mrs. Thomas’s class has received a prize for their outstanding participation!

Congratulations to Mrs. Kristi Spivey’s 6th grade class for collecting the most Box Tops for the month of November with 359 collected. Mrs. Kristi’s class has received a prize for their outstanding participation!

We at the PTSO are happy to report we have received a check from Box Tops Education in the amount of $1,224.50!  This is outstanding! Thank you to all the parents, grandparents, students and friends of Pee Dee Academy who take the time to clip Box Tops and turn them in.  Your participation makes a BIG difference!  This money will give the school an opportunity to supplement your child’s education with a hands-on activity, Diamond Del’s Gem Mining Adventure.  

The PTSO would again like to thank all who participated in the Book Fair this past October, and we are happy to report the money raised has been used to purchase a portable SMART Board for classroom use. 

Remember to support the PTSO and PDA by saving Box Tops for Education and Campbell Soup Labels.  You can also help by donating points to our school through the My Coke Rewards program (www.mycokerewards.com), or you can save Coke codes and turn them into your child’s homeroom.

Don’t forget to check out our online store for spirit wear! Go to the PDA website (www.peedeeacademy.org) and click on the store link. Once you have ordered and paid online the merchandise is sent directly to your home.

Sixth Grade art students recently participated in the Lions International Peace Poster Contest with other area schools and we are pleased to announce three of our students placed in the local competition!  1st place was won by Kelsea Butler, she received a $50 gift certificate; 2nd place Lauren Garris, she received a $25 gift certificate and 3rd place was Dalton Buffkin, whom also received a $25 gift certificate.  Kelsea’s poster has moved onto the District Competition.

The PTSO recently bought 6 new microscopes for the biology/chemistry lab. This new addition makes it possible to do labs with 2 students per microscope rather than 4 and greatly improves the hands on time for each student in the lab. Thanks to all who support PTSO fundraisers!

Mark your calendars!!! It’s almost time for Springfest 2012!  This year’s annual dinner/auction will be an oyster roast and barbeque meal that will be held at Hidden Acres on Saturday, March 17th at 7:00.  Tickets will go on sale in early February and may be purchased from any PDA Board member, Booster Club member, or from the school office.  The price of a ticket is $100 and each ticket admits two adults.  This year’s events will include a great meal, an exciting auction, the famous prize wheel, class creations, a raffle for free tuition for one year at Pee Dee Academy, a drawing for prize money totaling $5,000, a student tuition raffle with a $150 Visa gift card prize, and other exciting events.  Come, have a great time, and support Pee Dee Academy in the process!   This is an event that you won’t want to miss!  Corporate and individual sponsorships are also available.   

 

K3, K4 and K5 were visited by policemen and firemen in December. The firemen did a great job taking the students through the “smoke house” and teaching them great safety tips.

Two PDA students, Kent McDonald and Justin Draper, were chosen to attend a three day institute in physics and astronomy at Francis Marion University. The South Carolina Physics Scholars Institute was held November 3-5, 2011, and offered research and experimental opportunities in computational physics, health physics, nuclear physics, laser physics, and astronomy. Congratulations Kent and Justin for being 2 of only 30 talented students chosen to participate!

PDA sixth graders participated in the annual American History Essay Contest sponsored by the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. The title of the essay this year was “Young America Takes A Stand: The War of 1812”. Winners for Kristi Sivey’s class were Daniel Hewitt, Bree Ammons, and Maddison Sawyer. Winners for Wendy White’s class were Josh Baselot, Lindsay Martin, and Haley Oxendine. The overall school winner was Tana Jackson. Her essay has been submitted to the Blue Savannah Swamp Fox Chapter NSDAR for competition with the other schools in the county. Our county winner will progress to state level competition. Congratulations to Tana and all those who participated! Thank you Mrs. Amanda Anderson for making this learning opportunity part of your students’ academic challenge!

REMINDER TO PARENTS OF SENIORS: It is time to complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for federal student aid and to apply for most state and college aid. Apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  If you do not have a PIN, you can apply for one at www.pin.ed.gov. Remember, this application is based on your tax return information that should be filed April 15 (for most people).

